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SQ ME 
OBSERVATIONS 
„ 1 
A Direct Exportation of SUGAR, 
from the Britiſh Iſlands. 


In a Letter from a Gentleman in Barbados, to his 
Friend in London, 


— 


Am obliged to you for your Letter of 
the 1ſt of December, and particularly for 
your Sentiments concerning the Foreign 
Exportation of our Sugar; and alſo for 
the Copy of Mr. Nathaniel Toriano's 
| Letter to the Lords Commiſſioners for 

" Trade and Plantations, upon the ſame 
Subject, dated the 8th of Auguſt, 17 24. All which I have 
ſeriouſly peruſed, and find that you are of Opinion, that 
that Gentleman ſays as much as can be well faid on that 


Head; and you further obſerve, 
| A 3 I. That 


[4] 

I. That 1 per Cent. Profit, to the Merchant Adventurer, 
will cauſe an Export of Sugar from London to Holland, or 
Hamburg; And, 

II. That no one will think it worth their while to Trade 


to the Srreights, directly from our Sugar Colonies, in caſe 


ſuch a Permiſſion ſhould be granted. 
As to the firſt Point, I will admit, That 1 or 2 per Cert. 


may cauſe an Export from London to thoſe Places, but at the 


ſame Time you muſt alſo allow, that ſuch Sugars pay from 
20 to 40 per Cent. (in reſpect to the Planter) more than 
Foreign Sugars now pay, before they are got to thoſe 
Markets, over and above the ſaid 1 per Cent. and that upon 
the following Articles, viz. 


Port Charges in Great-Bri- 
Zain in and out, is from 
Commiſſion and Brokage 
in and out 
Waſte, Pilferage, Riſque, 
and Inſurance on the —— 4to 5 per Cent. 
cond Voyage 


Second Freight at 1 5. per T 4 to 12 per Cent. 
Hundred, from [p 4 per Cen 


7 4 to II per Cent. 
7 8 to 12 per Cent, 


jo a fm. = = 501 pon In das. 


Thefe Calculates are made upon the firſt Coſt or Value 
of the Sugar in the Plantations, becauſe the Planter is 
affected in Proportion to the firſt Value or Neat Proceeds, 
and not in Proportion to the Sale or Groſs Amount. 

Theſe are ſevere Incumbrances that our Sugar Planters 
are ſtill ſubjected to, notwithſtanding they are now altoge- 
ther ſaved to the French Planters by this ſingle Article of 


a Direct Exportation ; this enables them to ſupply moſt of 
| the 
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the Markets in Europe in a plentiful Manner, whereby they 
are in a moſt flouriſhing Condition, and daily encreaſe their 
Stock and Power in this Part of the World, as well as in 
Europe, inſomuch that they are now become formidable, and 
threaten us with an Invaſion in caſe of a War. 

As to the ſecond Point, concerning an Exportation to the 
Streights, the like may be ſaid as to the Charges of this, as 
1s obſerved on the firſt Point, only adding from 4 to 12 per 

Cent. more, for 1 5. per Hundred more Freight; and ſurely 
our Countrymen, of one kind or other, as well as French- 
men, if permitted, would ſoon fall into a Trade that would 
turn out ſo much to their Advantage, as this muſt infallibly 
do, whilſt Sugar can be afforded from Great-Britain to- 
thoſe Southern Parts of Europe, after paying all thoſe un- 
neceſſary Charges: Beſides, it would be giving us no more 
than what the French prayed for ſeven Years ago, which 
was forthwith granted to them, without any tedious Delays, 
expenſive Sollicitations, or artful Inſinuations, and greatly 
to the Advantage of the French Nation; and we have ſtill 
the Advantage over them in Point of Navigation, as I ſhall 
hereafter obſerye. | | | 

Before I proceed, I muſt refer you to a ſmall Treatiſe, 
wrote lately under the Name of a Barbados Planter, Enti- 
tuled, The Sugar Trade, with the Incumbrances thereon laid 
open, Which I doubt not you will ſee, That will explain 
the above Calculates, and, in my Opinion, will, in a great 
meaſure, anſwer Mr. 7oriano's Letter, which being given 
in, in fo formal and publick a Manner, muſt no doubt have 

influenced ſeveral Gentlemen of the Britiſh Legiſlature, and 
alſo ſeveral well-meaning Merchants who wiſh well to their 
Country, beſides our Factors, who may apprehend it will 
affect them as to their Commiſſions: However, I ſhall en- 
deavour, to the utmoſt of my Ability, to put this Affair in 
a true Light; to which end, I will firſt ſhew the many 

| | Ad van- 
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Advantages that will arſe from one ſingle Ship Load of 
Sugar, to be carried from our Plantations directly to Cadiz, 
Genoa, Leghorn, Naples, Venice, or any other Southern 
Port; then I ſhall. point out the Principal Objections con- 
rained in the ſaid Letter, and ſubjoin my Anſwer to every 
particular Objection, for your Conſideration. 


J. 
Suppoſe, then, that ſuch a Ship may coſt in London, 
Briſtol, or Liverpool, zooo l. Sterling, to be 
mounted with 10 or 20 Guns, and navigated with 
22 or 32 Seamen, and to carry 500 Cask of Su- 980 


gar, containing 10 Hundred each, to fetch 305. 

per Hundred, or 15 J. per Cask groſs, on board at 

ſuch Ports, clear of Storeage and other Land 
Charges, which will amount to 


Suppoſe 10 Guns, Sc. extraordinary, to coſt 100 


The Profit on that Sum, at 25 fer Cent. is - — 25 


The Wages and Victualling of 10 Seamen extraordi- 
nary, for 8 or 10 Months ar ed re” 7 a, 


250 


. 


Foo Hogſheads, at 10 1 3. each, 5 
is 000 Hund. at 60. per Hund. 21 5 | 
at 15. 1 55 


at 3g. C d. 3 London Freight. 


at 45.68. = is 1125 
bd 1250 


Freight 
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Freight out by the Way of Lisbon, Cid Genoa, _ 
Guinea, Ireland or Madeira, ſuppoſe 9 ig 300 


Freight from the Plantations to the Streights * 152 5 


45s. 6d. per Hundred, is — It 
Freight Home from the Southern” to the Northern wm | 1205 
Ports, ſuppoſe — — — 2 
1650 

Deduct 


For the Wages and Victualling of 30 Hands 8 75 2 
10 Months, 7 905 and for Repairs abroad 150 l. 8 9 


Gained by the Owners, including Inſurance, © Ec. 7 4 
25 per Cent. or — _ 5 


To make theſe 500 Sinks of Sog . it. mail - 


take about 6 or 800 Negroes, 50 or 60 Horſes, 50 or 
60 Coppers, 15 or 20 Stills, with Worms, Worm-Tubs 
and other Neceſſaries: And to keep up theſe, it will take 
a large annual Expence, beſides Cloths for the N egroes, 
and ſeveral other Sorts of Woollen, Linen, Iron, Copper, 
Leathern and Leaden Goods of the Produce and Manu- 
facture of Great- Britain, which, including the Merchants 
Profits, will amount annually to about — 3000 J. 


Carried oyer 3000 
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J. 
Brought over 3000 
Alfo from the Northern Colonies, in Fiſh, Staves, 
and other Lumber, Horſes, Bread, F jour and 1250 
other Northern Produce, at leaſt — — 


And from Ireland, in Beef, Pork, Butter, Sc. — 350 
The Owners of the Ships will clear for Freight 750 


For Victualling, _—_ 


Of the Produce of | ++" al -- 2000 | 
Of the Produce of Ireland 100 300 


For Seamens Wages in all 4 4501. 


Of which there may be ſpent | 
in Great-Britain 3 

And at Foreign Poits, ſuppoſe} 
the other? — 


150 450 1500 
Repairs at Foreign Ports, ſuppoſe ere fi — 1 0 


Duty from the Planter to the King (l at Barladosi 5 
or the Leeward Iſlands) —- Nw, NO Rp 


: | | | 6.500 
Remains to the Plabters for their Labour and In- 


duſtry, and the Improvement of their Stock, 
which will center in Great- Britain, or be laid > 1000 
out in Negroes and other Stock, for the culti- 
vating and Improving more Land po 


7 300 


This Calculate 1s made as near as the Nature of it will 
admit; and I will allow, every Article, may riſe or fall 
from 
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from the various Incidents in Trade: But you may, here- 
by, in ſome meaſure, perceive, what Advantages may 
ariſe from one Ship-Load of Sugar, raiſed in our Sugar 
Plantations; and alſo the Advantages that will attend 
every Part "of the Britiſh Dominions by ſuch a foreign 
Exportation. It is here ſeen who will receive their re- 


ſpective Shares of the Profits, and who pays for it; it 
will here appear, that the foreign Conſumer pays the whole, 


and that above 7000 J. out of one Ship's Load, will be 
paid to Great-Britain and her Subjects, and the {mall Re- 
mainder thereof only to Foriegners, for Part of our Sea- 
mens Expences, and the Repairs of our Ships; and this 
whole Sum of 7500 J. may be raiſed from Britiſh Ame- 
rican Soil, that now does, and muſt, for ever here- 
after, without ſuch a Permiſſion, lie uncultivated under 
Woods and Buſhes, while the French are clearing away 
their Woods, and ſpreading abroad their Cane- Fields to 
Admiration, by Means of ſuch an Exportation. 

What Advantage therefore will not this Trade be t& 
our Mother Country and all her Dominions, if no more 


than ten ſuch Ships ſhould load directly for the Streights 


yearly from all our Sugar Plantations, and as many more 
for the Northern Ports, to touch at ſome Port in Great- 
Britain, without being put to any other Charge than a 
common Clearance ? 

And, ſurely, if we are timely and properly encou- 
raged, we ſhould greatly advance upon that Quantity 
and without hurting any of his Majeſty's Subjects, except 
ſome few, who grow rich from the Spoils of the unfortu- 
nate Planter, and ſuch ſurplus Produce will come out of 
additional Stock and Soil now unmanured, and our ſettled 
Plantations do now make as much, or more than is wanted 


in our own Dominions. 


11 | Greats 
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Great-Britain will always import Sugar ſufficient for 
itſelf and Ireland, which will keep up the Navigation and 
Revenue as it now ſtands, notwithſtanding any ſuch Per- 
miſſion; and the like Commiſſions to our Factors, will 
be alſo paid as long as the Subjects of thoſe Kingdoms 
uſe that Commodity, unleſs it ſhould ſo happen, that 
the Britiſh Merchants that trade to Spain, Italy and 


Turky, and to Hamburgh, Holland and Flanders, ſhould 


ſettle Factories in the Sugar Iſlands, to purchaſe Sugar to 
be tranſported directly to the reſpective Ports they trade 
to. And if that ſhould be the Caſe, the Balance of our 
Trade, with thoſe Places, muſt turn greatly in our Fa- 
vour ; and great Quantities of Britiſb Produce and Ma- 
nufactures may be then lodged in ſuch Yeft- India Ware- 
Houſes, and vended by thoſe Factors to the Spaniards 
and French by Way of Curacaa, Eſtatia, Martinique and 
other foreign Ports for Caſh, which they will lay out 


fox our Sugars, and thereby prevent the neceſlitous Plan- 


ters from preſſing the London Market with their haſty Bills 
of Exchange on their London Factors, and in due Time, 
enable them to pay their Debts to, and ſatisfy you Gen- 
tlemen Factors, and thereby become leſs dependant, and 
not compelled to ſend all their Sugar to a glutted and 
reſtrained Market, now, in a manner, under the ſole Go- 
vernment of the united Companies of Grocers and Sugar- 
Bakers, who muſt buy all our Sugars while we remain 
under our preſent Circumſtances: And then the Outcry 
Law lately paſſed for the Sale of Lands, need not be fo 
much inſiſted on, as it will very much incommode our 
Family Affairs in this Iſland. 

The ſeveral Acts of Trade and Navigation now in 
Force will ſtill prevent the Importation of foreign Euro- 


pean Produce into our Plantations, but by Way of Greaz- 
Britain, 
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Britain, and they will ſtill prevent our employing any fo- 
reign Shipping by this Trade ſo greatly beneficial to our 
Navigation. 3 

I ſhall, in the next Place, mention Mr. Torriano's Objec- 
tions, and ſubjoin my Anſwer to each diſtinctly. 


OBJECTION I 


That our Seamen will receive their Wages and ſpend 
their Money in foreign Countries, to the Detriment 
of the Nation in general, and of their Families in 
particular; and that our Ships will require refitting 
in foreign Countries, and thereby conſume foreign 
naval. Stores, to the Advantage of ſuch foreign Na- 
tions inſtead of our own. | 


ANSWER. 


Theſe two Articles are paid firſt, by the foreign Con- 
ſumer, in the Price of the Sugar, and you will obſerve, 
by the beforementioned Calculate, that they amount to 
no more than 300 J. out of 75007. which is but 4 per 
Cent. and ſhould they ſometimes amount to twice that 
Sum, the other 92 per Cent. would be paid in like Man- 
ner by Foreigners, to our own Nation, in ſuch Proportions 
as are mentioned in the ſaid Calculate. And as to the Fa- 
milies of our Seamen, who ſpend their Money abroad, that 
may be ſaid in all Cafes where we Trade with Foreign 
Nations, and the like as to refitting our Ships, and as it is 
allowed, that the Money earned of Foreigners, for the 
Freight of our Ships, may be ſpent among them without 

"I any 


tn ] 

any Loſs to our Nation; ſo it cannot be denied, that as 
Foreigners, in this Caſe, pay the whole Value of the Cargo, 
ſo conſequently they pay us not only our Freight, but alfo 

all other Charges of producing the Sugar, and getting it into 
the Conſumers Hands; our Ships, in this Trade, may be at 
home in 8 or 10 Months, and near as ſoon as ſome of thoſe 
that return directly from the Plantations. 


OBJECTION IL 


That ſuch a Liberty will be prejudicial to Owners of 
Ships in Great=- Britain, and others who have their 


Dependance on Navigation, as it will put their Intereſt 


in Competition with that of our Plantations, and inter- 
fere with their Freights in thoſe Foreign Countries, 
and alſo from the Southern Ports to the Northern Ports 
of Eurote, and thereby lower their Freight and diſ- 


courage their Ships from carrying to thoſe Parts, ſo 


much Corn and other Products and Manufactures from 
Great-Britain, and Fiſh from New- England and News 
foundland, as they may otherwiſe do. 


EA. 


I take it, that the larger Vent we have for the Produce 
of our American Land, the more our Trade and Naviga- 
tion will increaſe, and that the ſureſt Way to have ſuch a 
Vent, will be to get our Goods to Market as ſoon, and upon 
as caſy Terms, as any other Trader. By this Permiſſion, 
we may probably have the Advantage over the French and 
Portugueſe in the Sugar Trade, and thereby, in ſome 
Meaſure, regain that Trade, and very much increaſe our 


Shi pping 


2 
a 
q 
54 
7 
Fi 
24 
4 
bo 
4 
2 
F 
7 
FR 
[ 
2 


{133 

Shipping and Fiſhery, to the great Benefit of the Owners 
of Ships in Great-Britain, and others who have their De- 
pendance on Navigation. Ships built in and belonging to 
Great-Britain, may be the Sole Carriers of theſe Sugars, as 
in the Caſe of Rice from Carolina, if that ſhould not be 
thought a Reſtraint upon the Trade; but ſuppoſe all Ships, 
navigated according to Law, ſhould be permitted in this 
Trade, and ſhould thereby afford to carry Goods from the 
Southern Ports to the Northern Ports of Europe, at a lower 
Freight than they can now, we ſhould then interfere with 
Foreigners, and particularly with the Datch, now at Peace 
with the Algerines, who will otherwiſe interfere with the 
Ships of Great-Britain, as they will carry cheaper; and 
beiter would it be for our Mother Kingdom to encourage 
the Intereſt of her Plantations, rather than that of Foreign- 
ers, who, as the Caſe now ſtands, will, more effectually, 
diſcourage the Ships of Great-Britain from carrying to thoſe 
Parts, Corn and other Products and Manufactures from 
Great- Britain, and Fiſh from New-England and New- 
foundland. 


OBJECTION III. 


That the French make now too much Sugar of their own 
to want any from us, and Spain and [taly will chuſe to 
take Portugueſe Sugars, as they can have them upon 
better Terms than they can be ſupplied with it from 
us, even by this Propoſal, ſo that the Change of the 
preſent eſtabliſhed Laws, as to that Commodity, can- 
not be juſtified, 


ANSWER. 
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ANSWER. 


Too true it is, that the French now make too much 


Sugar of their own to take any from us, as they formerly 
uſed to do, and that in great Quantities, which is chiefly 
owing to their having ſuch Encouragements as we ſtill 
want. If Spain and Italy will take our Sugar by way of 
London, and give Preference to that before Portugueſe or 


Freuch Sugars, ſurely they will like it as well, if it goes 


directly from the Plantations, freſh and clear of the before- 
mentioned Incumbrances, and more eſpecially as we ſhall 
be then able to afford it conſiderably cheaper, and ſtill be 
Gainers thereby; beſides the immenſe Treaſure that wil}, 
by means of ſuch a Trade, center in Great-Britain, which 
alone, I ſhould think, will juſtify the Change of the pre- 


ſent eſtabliſhed Laws, in reſpect to a Direct Exportation of 


that Commodity. 
. — 


OBJECTION IV. 


That it would be little or nothing cheaper, to carry 
Sugar directly from the Plantations to the Streights, 
than from the Plantations, firſt to London and then to 
the Streighis, upon Account of the Act Ships, that 
would be neceſſary, which require more Men than the 
Ships now uſed in that Trade, which are Pinks and 
Hagg-boats, or ſuch Sort of built Ships failed with 
few Hands. | 


_ i | ANSWER. 
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„ A'NSW-E X. 


I am of Opinion, that there are as good Square- ſterned 
Ships in general, that now uſe the Trade to the Sugar 
Iſlands, as there are in any other Branch of Trade belong- 
ing to Great-Britaiu, except the Eaſt- Iudies; and no doubt 


ſuch Act Ships, as now uſe the Streights Trade, would ſoon 


find it worth their while to take the Sugar Iſlands in their 
Way, if that Liberty was once granted. Admitting the 
Ships, now, in the Trade, can afford to carry Sugar to London 


at 35s. 6d. per Hundred, and that ſuch Act Ships, or others, 


may require 4s. 6 d. per Hundred, upon Account of their 


being better Manned and fitted to carry our Sugar directly 
up the Streights, that Difference of 1 s. per Hundred, addi- 


tional Freight, will not come near the Charges of the ſecond 
Freight and Inſurance, beſides the Waſtage, Commiſſions, 


and Port Charges in Great-Britain, as the one will be but 


about 4 or 5 per Cent. upon the Trade, and the other 


Charges upwards of 20 per Cent. upon the Beſt Sorts of 


Sugar, and more upon the Coarſer Sorts, as is before ob- 
ſerved. If we ſhould even give another Shilling per Hun- 
dred Freight, we ſhould fave conſiderably by the Trade, 
and ſtill have the Advantage of the French by that Article, 


as their Freight is at 7 or 8 s. per Hundred, and was for- 


merly at 125. per Hundred, before they Traded with New- 
England, and had large Ships at firſt Hand in return for their 
Rum and Melaſſes. And now they carry their Sugar to 
Cadiz in Sloops and Brigantines, and ſuch ſmall Veſlels. 


/ OBJEC- 
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OBJECTION V. 


That Foreigners will receive the Benefit of Commiſſions 


and Ware-Houſe Room, Cc. which will be ſo much 
Loſs to Great- Britain. 


ANSWER. 


The Foreign Conſumer will pay theſe Articles alſo, in 
the Price of the Sugar, and the Engliſh Factories at thoſe 
Foreign Ports, or Engliſh Super-Cargoes will, in all Proba- 
bility, receive the Benefit of fuch Commiſſions; and although 


Foreigners will have the Benefit of the Rent of their own 


Ware-Houſes, out of the Money ariſing from the Sugar ſo 
ſold to them, yet I don't ſee how that can be any Loſs to 
Greut- Britain, for if we do not ſend any of our Sugar to 
thoſe Ware-Houſes, the French and Portugueſe will be glad 
of that Advantage, and we ſhall be great Loſers thereby. 


OBJECTION VI. 

That the Liberty propoſed is prejudicial and impracti- 
cable, in as much as the Planters cannot have their Goods 
in Time, nor in ſo regular a Manner as they have now, and 
that it would put an end to the Practice of Loading Ships 
in America by the Planters and Merchants jointly, and 
thereby occaſion fo much Demurrage as would render the 
propoſed Trade impracticable. 


ANSWER, 
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ANSWER, 


The Planters will never want a Supply of Britiſh Goods, 


when they have wherewithal to pay for them; and ttre 


more Markets they have to take off their Products, the bet- 
ter able will they be to pay for what they want, and 
the more they will take off; and ſuch Supplies will come 
from Great- Britain, ſome how or other, and in Time, ei- 
ther the Planters will ſend Effects to their Factors in 


 Great-Britain for them, or they will buy them of the 


Britiſh Merchants Factors in the Iſlands, as they find moſt 
for their Convenience and Advantage. The Practice of 
Loading Ships would ſtill be the ſame as it is now, in re- 
ſpect to what Sugar Great-Britain and Ireland would want. 
And, as to the propoſed Trade, from the Plantations di- 
rectly, it may be reaſonably preſumed, that the Dominions 
of Spain, Italy and Germany, with other Parts of Europe, 


will take off as much Sugar as Great- Britain only con- 


ſumes, beſides what they may take from the French, Por- 
tugueſe, or Dutch, if we are once put upon a Level with 
them in our Trade. The Profit of 20 or 30 per Cent. or 
even 10 fer Cent. would lead an Engliſh Merchant into any 
Trade that may be legally carried on with ſo much Eaſe, 

Security and Advantage; for Trade is like a Rivulet, as 
the one will run where there is a Deſcent; ſo the other will 
go where there 1s a Profit. Haye we not a Number of Mer- 
chants that would, either by themſelves, or a Community, 
riſque 5, 10, or 15 Thouſand Pounds in one Bottom, where 


they have a Probability of gaining 10, 20, or 30 fer Cent. 


by a ſhort Voyage that would bear an eaſy Inſurance? And 
if the Planters ſhould become Adventurers; Have we not 
Evgliſh Factories at all thoſe Foreign Ports, that are in 

C Amity 
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Amity with Great- Britain, to receive and diſpoſe of their 
Sugars in {mall Quantities, - or otherwiſe, and tranſmit the 
Neat Proceeds thereof (after defaulking their Commiſſions) 
to the | Planters Factors in London, Briſtol, or Leverpuol © 
So that the Planters and Merchants may ſeek their Mar- 
kets, and carry on this Trade in like Manner, and with 


as much Diſpatch as they do That directly to Great- 
Britain; and the Britiſh Factors there, may probably, from 


Time to Time, meet their American Correſpondents in 
Great- Britain with the Fruits of their Labour and In- 
duſtry, and ſo become Profitable Members of the Com- 
mon-wealth: And all this from the Produce of Britiſh 
American Soil, that muſt otherwiſe remain uncultiyated. 


OBJECTION vr. 


That the Liberty the Heucb have to carry . 
Cluy'd and Re 1d Sugar from their American Colo- 
nies to any foreign Ports, cannot be a Reaſon why 
we ſhould follow their Example in this Caſe, as they 
may have ſeveral Reaſons for ſuffering ſuch a Prac- 
tice, which may not be ſufficient to induce us to do 
the like. 


A NS W. E R. 
* Reaſons why the French fo readily ſuffered ſuch 
r 


aQice, are now too well known, and are ſufficient, 


in my Opinion, to induce us to follow their Example, in 
this Caſe, and that without Delay, as it is viſible they are 
great Gainers thereby, and that in the following Particu- 
Lars; 3 viz, _ have Enriched and e their Sugar 


Colonies, 


[19] 
Colonies, and have thereby greatly improved their Sugar 
Trade, which has proportionably added to the French: 
Wealth in Europe, as well as in this Part of the World, 
by conſuming great Quantities of the Produce and Manu- 
factures of Old France, and multiplying their Ships and 
Seamen, to the enriching of their Merchants and others 
concerned in their Navigation and Produce, which has 
greatly added to the Naval Strength and Inland Power 
of the French Nation; and all this from French American 
Soil, that would otherwiſe have remained under Woods 
and Buſhes. * $99. 


OBJECTION VIIL 


That Great-Britain ſhould be the Mart for Sugar to, 

ſupply other Parts of Europe, and that the Adyan- 

. tage of the Mother-Kingdom 1s eyer to be preterred 

to that of any or of all its Colonies ; and that it ſhould 

manifeſtly appear, that ſuch a Permiſſion, would prove 

_ beneficial to Great- Britain, by taking off more of 

its Produce and Manufactures, and employing more of 

its Shipping, before any Alteration be made in the 
Act of Navigation. 


ANSWER. 


It is impoſſible for Great-Britain now to be the Mart 
of Sugar, notwithſtanding the preſent Drawback and Boun- 
ty,and the late Exports of refined Sugar, as the other Char- 
ges attending a double Voyage run ſo high, and is alto- 
gether ſayed by the French, who have now turned the 
| | | C 2 Scalcs 


L 20 
Scales upon us, as to the Sugar Trade, by being thus per- 


mitted to go directly to foreign Ports with their Sugar, 
without any Delay, or the Riſque and Charge of a dou- 


ble round- about Voyage, the Encouraging our Sugar Co- 


lonies (in Proportion, at leaſt to the Encouragement of 
Foreigners) is the ſureſt Way to prefer our Mother-King- 


dom, as they may, by that means, become more benefi- 


cial, by taking off more of its Produce and Manufactures, 
and employing more of its Shipping, and thereby baulk 
the Progreſs of our powerful Rival Neighbours: This ap- 
pears ſo manifeſt, that I need not give any further Proof 


of the Neceſſity there is for making ſuch an Alteration in 


the Act of Navigation, as will give ſo conſiderable a 
Vend to the Produce of Britiſʒh᷑ Labour and Soil, and 
without the leaſt Prejudice to the Trade and Navigation 
of Great- Britain. 

The foregoing Calculate, made upon the Advantage of 
one Ship-Load of Sugar only, is ſo conſpicuous, as not to 
need any Recapitulation ; however, before I conclude, I 
will put it in another View; and ſuppoſe 40 ſuch Ships 
ſhould load annually at all our Sugar Colonies, with 
Permiſſion to go to any Port of Europe, where they can 
find the beſt Market ; which Quantity is not above one 
Third, or a Quarter, of what is confumed annually in Great 
Britain only. 


Then, 
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Then, out of 300000 . to be paid by 1 paar for 
40 ſuch Ships-Load of Sugar, 


Great-Britain will receive annually, 


F _ it pg 1 — | 
For Freight clear to the Owners | 30000 
For the Ships Victualling 8000 


For Seamens Wages 12000 1570000 


Ireland will receive annually, 


For its Produce — — 14000 
For the Ships Victualling — 4000 18000 


The Northern Colonics will receive annually, 
For their Produce and Fiſhery —— —— $0000 


The Sugar Plantations, | 
For the Improvement of their Stock, & c. — 40000 


The King and His Officers, 


For Duty (if from JO and the E 
ward Iſlands) —_ — 7 * 
288000 


Foreigners will receive back of what they pay, 


For Seamens Expencesk 6000 
For Refitting the Ships — 6000 12000 


300000 


And 
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And all“ this from Britiſh, American Soil, that muſt 
otherwiſe remain uncultivated, to the Prejudice of many 
thouſands of Scamen; Ar tificers and Manufacturers, and 
others of his Majeſty's Subjects that may be maintained 
by ſuch a Fermion; and without it, they may, perad- 
venture, be encouraged to go into foreign Employ, and 
make Materials for the Production of foreign Apes the 
Nn en of ee Navigation. ' 


As a Confirmation of what I have been now ſaying, I 
muſt take the Liberty of recommending you to the Cuſtom- 
Houſe of London, where you may be ſatisfied, that fince 
Permiſſion was granted to Carolina, in 17 30, to ſend their 
Rice directly to foreign Ports, the Exportation thereof 
hath exceedingly 1ncreaſed, whereby a great Addition of 
Wealth and Strength hath accrued to Great-Britain, and 
that in Manner as above-mentioned, and the Caſe of the 
Sugar Colonies is very much the ſame in Relation to 
Sugar, as that of Carolina in Relation to Rice; and you 
muſt remember, when Application was made for that 
Permiſſion for C arolina Rice, that the Carola Mer- 
chants in London made that direct Exportation their 
on Caſe. 


I ſhall trouble you no more, now, upon this Subject, 
not doubting but you, and the reſt of our Friends, 
will be of Opinion, that the Permiſſion deſired, will be 
the only Means to revive the Sugar Colonies, ſo uſeſul to 
2 Treat Britain; ; and that you will follow the Example of 

the 
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the Carolina Merchants, and give us your Intereſt and 
Aſſiſtance towards obtaining an Act of Parliament for per- 
mitting our Sugar to be carried directly from our Sugar 
Colonies in Ships navigated according to Law, to any 
foreign Port in Europe. | 


Jan, Sir, 
Your moſi# Obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


Barbados, Dec, 21, 
| 1734. 


John Aſhley. 
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